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the whites; that they should have let out their
rafting yards and landing-places to the whites;
in short, that they should have starved on a few
dollars derived from rent, while the more eager
and industrious Yankee, placed in the same lo-
cation, would have coined the real riches of the
country into solid gold? Like his Arab brother
at JSTahr Dehab, the Seneca on the Alleghany
could not defile his hands with work, the busi-
ness, not of warriors, but of squaws.

It is only fair, then, to remember, that the
failure of so many attempts to convert the hunter
into a husbandman at a single step was due to
great laws of nature, not to the perversity of
man. The chasm could not be bridged; but
your eager and well-meaning friends of the red
race, having no science to guide them, had to
work this truth for themselves out of vague ideas.
into visible facts. In their ignorance of the
general laws of growth, they saw their very sym-
pathies and generosities changed into destroying
powers ; for the Indians who gave up their lands
to the white men, receiving rentals or annuities
in return for them, had to abandon their old
habits of life without being able to enter on any
new.employments. And what was the end of this